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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
  
 
TO:    Ken Watson, City Manager  
        
FROM:   Scott Smith, City Planner 
     
DATE:   June 19, 2013 
  
 
SUBJECT:  REPORT ON RESULTS OF PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY FOR 
    PROPOSED SIDEWALK, CURB AND GUTTER BYLAW 

  
 
Issue 
 
To consider the input received from the public, through the Sidewalk, Curb and Gutter public 
opinion survey.   
 
Background 
 
City Council received an email on the April 8, 2013 regular meeting requesting a new bylaw to 
require property owners to maintain the sidewalk, curbs and gutters free of grass and weeds.  The 
current Boulevard & Tree Care Maintenance Bylaw requires property owners to maintain water and 
cut any grass on the boulevard to keep it in a neat and tidy condition.  It does not require property 
owners to keep the sidewalk, curb or gutter free of grass and weeds.  Council directed staff to 
gather public input regarding a possible bylaw that would require property owners to maintain weed 
and grass free sidewalks, curbs and gutters adjacent to their property.   
 
A short public survey was open from April 24, 2013 to May 24, 2013 and was made available to the 
public primarily online via links posted on the City website.  Paper (see attached) surveys were also 
made available at City Hall for residents who did not wish to do the survey online. 
 
Discussion 
 
There were 185 residences that accessed the survey with a 163 to 166 answering the questions.  
There are three charts included in the report that summary the results. Approximately 55% of 
respondent’s where concerned about weeds in the sidewalks; 65% indicated they are able to 
maintain weed free sidewalks and 52% would support a new bylaw requiring resident’s to maintain 
weed free sidewalks, curbs and gutters.  We also received a significant amount of comments that 
have been included in this report.  These comments were diverse, but some of the repeated 
comments are summarized as follows: 

 People already maintain the sidewalk in front of their property. 

 Concerned that people would overly use chemicals to control weeds. 

 The City of Port Alberni should keep the sidewalks free of weeds. 
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Options 
 

1. Prepare an amendment to the boulevard maintenance bylaw to add the requirement for 
property owners to maintain sidewalk, curb and gutter free of grass and weeds. 
 

2. No bylaw change. 
 

3. Increase the service level and direct the City public works to undertake this work on an 
ongoing basis. 

 
Discussion 
 
The first option would have Council consider adoption of a bylaw that would require property 
owners to maintain a weed free sidewalk, curb and gutter.  The regulations around the bylaw would 
need to be specific, such as the height of any grass or weed that would trigger enforcement.  If 
Council wishes to consider a bylaw amendment, the City of Port Alberni should try and consult with 
more citizens about the proposal.  If a bylaw was approved, a service level increase would be 
required for the City to maintain the large areas that would be our responsibility.  Given the 
resources of the Cities bylaw enforcement, the enforcement of this issue would not be a top priority.   
 
The second option would be to maintain the status quo and rely on property owners to voluntarily 
maintain the sidewalk area. 
 
The third option would be for the City of Port Alberni to increase our service level, by having a 
higher level of maintenance of sidewalks, curb and gutter to keep the grass and weeds to a 
minimum.  The City Engineer would need to determine a work plan and a likely increase in the 
operations budget. 
 
Conclusions  
 
Both Options 1 and 3 would result in a higher level of maintenance to keep sidewalks, curb and 
gutter areas free of grass and weeds that would improve the look of the streets.  These two options 
will likely mean an increase cost to the City for the works department to provide this service.   
 
Although Option 2 would keep the status quo, the City could consider providing public information to 
encourage residents to keep the sidewalk, curb and gutter in front of their property grass and weed 
free.  This could be part of a wider keep the City of Port Alberni clean initiative.    
 
Recommendation 
 
Option 2 is recommended. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

_______________ 
Scott Smith, MCIP 
City Planner 
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